Abstract

This study aimed at examining the role of religaomd its impact on American foreign
policy during the administration of U.S. Presid€dorge W. Bush. It attempted as
well at identifying the nature of the relationshiptween religion and politics and at
examining such relationship in American foreignipgl

This study began by examining and analyzing the obreligion in the various stages
of the formation and development of American sgceter since the very early days
of British and European migrations to the new wodad the subsequent
establishment of colonial settlements. Many of tb#owers of Martin Luther
migrated to the new world escaping religious parsen that began soon after the
Reformation and the accompanying of bloody andebitonflict. Their aim from
migrating to the new world was therefore to fornsaiety where they can freely
practice their beliefs and religious rituals.

This was followed by the expansion of the firstleetents in the new world and the
subsequent emergence of new colonies and settlenestablished on religious
grounds. In fact during this early period religidas/s were prevailing governing the
relations between colonies and people. Our studydhiearly shown the extremist
nature of religion in the colonies where religigakerance was virtually non-existent.
Most of those who lived in a specific colony beledgo the same religious cult or
community. Those who were from a different religiocult, had to flee to another
colony or settlement.

Our study addressed as well some of the eventsathetiater stage played a role in
the spread of religious tolerance especially whiader the influence of the Anglican
Church and what later came to be known as the gkeakening movement of reason
and rational religion, Great Britain issued lawattprohibited religious persecution.
With regards to the relationship between religiord golitics which is the very
subject matter of our examination in this thesi® study has done a historical
analysis of how religion attempted at influencingd aeven replacing politics, and
how, at a later stage, politicians limited the rofereligion through the issuing of
federal laws that were clearly accounted for in Amaerican constitution and its
various amendments. These federal laws eventugbhaced the religious laws of the

various states.



Our study also tried to clarify the role of religicn society and its development from
the beginning of the twentieth century as well asekamine the nature of its
relationship with politics. It showed how in comigan with the early days of the
emergence of the American state, the nature ofela¢ionship between the two has
changed. From being a hidden factor, religion hasvg to play an effective role.
Our study also examined the major and most impbdéevents that took place on
the world stage and which played an important mol¢he return of religion to the
political arena starting with the first and secamatld wars and the establishment of
the state of Israel and through the end of the w@dand the emergence of the new
world order.

The most important right-wing religious movementgttemerged in the US and
which had the greatest influence on American spcigtre also identified. These are
the right-wing Christian fundamentalist movementsSioh we set to examine and
analyze starting from their early emergence anduin the various stages of their
development and until the decline of their role. YWen examined the factors and
events that led these movements to have a newtieéfieand influential role in
American political life. We also endeavored to sliate the relationship of these
movements with the two main political parties, tdemocratic as well as the
republican and tried in particular to explain tliempts made by these movements to
penetrate the Republican Party. In this context desmonstrated how these
movements managed to bring Jimmy Carter, the deahoand Ronald Reagan, the
republican, to the presidency.

Our study also tried to examine in some detaits rifle of religion in American
politics particularly during the administration George W. Bush and endeavored
accordingly to understand his personal backgroumbtiae changes that took place in
the various stages of his life up to the point wherdeclared that he was a new born
Christian and that he in consequence began to aleeetelationship with right-wing
Christian institutions and personalities as welvéh the neo-conservatives.

Our study addressed as well the role of religioAnmerican foreign policy during the
administration of George W. Bush particularly atiee attacks of September 11. We
tried in this section to demonstrate the main festwf this policy and its aggressive
nature particularly towards the Middle East and Igl@mic world. We went on also

explaining the presidential speeches and theigioels and racist contents which



were uttered against the Arabs and Muslims in addib discussing the US wars in
the Middle East against Afghanistan and Iraq areuhrious threats made by the
Bush administration in using force against all thasuntries that are against Israel.
In our discussion of this issue, we analyzed thaaded and undeclared causes of the
wars and showed how these wars were just mearmntmtthe natural wealth of the
Arab and Islamic peoples as well as the proteatfoimerica’s interests in the region
regardless of the fact whether religion was onhefcauses behind the wars.

Our study addressed as well the American politydtem, especially American
foreign policy, its determinants and directions @hd actors that influence such
policy through showing very clearly the variousa®bnd intentions of this policy and
the methods used by right-wing Christian politicida control the main bodies of the
American political system so as to ensure thatit@sions made would be under the
control and influence of the right-wing fundameistsl The right-wing
fundamentalists endeavored from such control thzeetheir aims by influencing and
directing the decisions made by the legislative asdecutive authorities in
accordance with their interests. In light of thenad our study made the conclusion
that religion as a factor played a direct role e formation and development of
American society. This was in fact the factor thet to the emergence of many
extremist religious movements whose aim was theisGdmization of American
society.

With regards to American foreign policy during thdministration of George W.
Bush, it was evident and without any doubt the ialumle played by the alliance
between right-wing Christians and right-wing fundantalists in the elections that
brought President Bush to power. The ideologicaiovis of the rightwing-wing
Christians and fundamentalists were not howeveromapt factors in guiding and
influencing American foreign policy. The Septembtiérevents of 2001 constituted a
decisive factor in curbing the concerns of Ameripaticy which until then seemed
to have focused on internal issues. After the kstamerican policy headed towards
the outside world and was concerned more with Ul8amy, economic and security
interests. The aim behind such new policy was aire® to impose American

hegemony on the world.
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